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Community Update
By Stone James, Economic Development Director


Economic Development Update

Despite a turbulent year, I remain proud of and impressed by our Cathedral City residents and
business owners coming together and supporting one another. Businesses have gone to great
lengths to ensure the safety of their employees and customers. I have seen companies keep their
employees on the payroll even when the business was prevented from opening. I have witnessed
City residents purchase as many of their daily needs as possible from Cathedral City stores to
avoid them from permanently closing. I have heard stories of customers leaving significant tips for
restaurant staff even when the food is purchased to go. I have also seen the best of humanity in
our City over the last eleven months, and it is truly heartening.

Beyond the community’s gallant efforts to come out of the pandemic stronger than when we
entered, great things have occurred on the development front. During a drive through our
Downtown Arts and Entertainment District, one will see the recently completed Agua Caliente
Casino Cathedral City. This is the Valley’s newest gaming venue and home to great live
entertainment opportunities. Across from the casino complex is the Museum of Ancient Wonders.
Despite State-imposed closures, museum curator Albert Acosta remains committed to offering
Coachella Valley residents a glimpse into the world’s earliest civilizations in a safe and socially-
distanced manner.

Traveling west along East Palm Canyon, residents will see the 13.5 acres located south of Agua
Caliente Casino Cathedral City. This mixed-use development will offer restaurants and retail along
East Palm Canyon backed up by high-end residential housing south of the future retail. With
vertical construction expected to begin next year, upon complete retail build-out, the developer will
have invested over $23 million! 

Moving further west along East Palm Canyon, residents will see the recently completed Cathedral
City Community Amphitheater. Chris Parman and Tami Scott are working on finishing touches to
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make this $5.6 million investment a state-of-the-art and durable community amenity. Once COVID
restrictions are lifted, expect to see the CV Repertory Theater holding periodic events, such as
Shakespeare in the Park, at the amphitheater. Speaking of CV Rep, theater leadership has made
the most of the COVID-imposed downtime. CV Rep is planning an exciting Fall performance
schedule. Additionally, CV Rep has been working hard to attract a restaurant tenant who will ignite
a new culinary fare in our Downtown.

In other parts of our City, the Planning, Building, and Safety Departments are working to keep up
with residential demand. In 2020, our Building Department issued 251 single-family detached new
home building permits. The 251 permits represent a 58% increase over 2019 permit numbers and
makes Cathedral City one of the busiest new home markets in the Valley. With the District East
project nearly sold out and DR Horton selling homes at a blistering pace in the Verano project,
builders have already begun reigniting the previously paused Campanile (141 single-family
detached lots) and Rio Del Sol (171 single-family detached lots). Paving the path for even more
development, the Planning Department helped an Altadena, CA based development company
successfully entitle Mountain Estates. Mountain Estates will be a mid-century, yet modern-style,
110-single family detached lot development located north of Ramon Road immediately west of
Campanile. 

Although you may have received a COVID-19 vaccine, others have not. So, please continue to
avoid gathering in large groups, wear a face mask, and practice social distancing. Beyond that,
getting tested every month and shopping local are the next two best steps you can take to
accelerate our City's economic recovery. Check out our website, Cathedral City Shop Local, to find
categories and lists of all the businesses within Cathedral City which need your support. Shopping
at our businesses will help keep our retailers alive and keep your tax dollars within the City. These
tax dollars fund critical services such as our police, fire department, and road maintenance. There
is no better testimonial for attracting new businesses than to ensure our existing businesses are
prosperous.

Lastly, please do everything you can to keep your properties in great shape. Property appearance
is an important "selling point" when prospective homebuyers, business owners, and developers
look for their next "perfect" location. Continue to share the City's dedicated
websites,  www.discovercathedralcity.com  and  www.ccedd.org, with your friends and families. In
conclusion, let’s work together to bring great success to Cathedral City and make it stand out
among our neighbors as an incredible place to live, work, and play.
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By the Numbers:
As of February 18, 2021, Cathedral City had a total
of 6,828 confirmed COVID-19 cases (+44 since last
week) and 98 reported deaths (+5 since last week).
Other Coachella Valley cities are reporting the
following:

Coachella 7,727 cases (+15), 80 deaths (+5)

Desert Hot Springs 4,006 cases (+31), 58 deaths
(+0)

Indian Wells 188 cases (+3), 6 deaths (+0)

Indio 11,918 cases (+59), 185 deaths (+6)

La Quinta 3,267 cases (+36), 53 deaths (+1)

Palm Desert 3,788 cases (+42), 98 deaths (+2)

Palm Springs 3,556 cases (+25), 107 deaths (+6)

Rancho Mirage 1,059 cases (+16), 37 deaths (+2)

Riverside County has reported 287,200 COVID-19
cases (+2,386), 3,599 deaths (+122), and 257,273
recovered cases (+13,666).

NEWS

City Council Gives Direction to
Bring Back City Festivals for 2021-
2022
The City Council held a Special Meeting on
Wednesday to discuss the city’s special events as it
prepares for the biennial budget process this spring. 
Communications / Events Manager Chris Parman
presented the lengthy list of large and community-

oriented events the city produces or sponsors each year.  They include the signature events such
as the Cathedral City Hot Air Balloon … Read more.
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Two Educational Flyers on the
Measure B Special Election –
March 2nd
Cathedral City residents will vote on Measure B
during a Special Election being held on Tuesday,
March 2, 2021 related to Short-Term Vacation Rentals
(STVRs).  You may have received informational
pieces in the mail from City Manager Charlie McClendon and Police Chief George Crum.   In the
letter written by City Manager Charlie McClendon, he points out that the City … Read more.

COVID-19 Vaccination Locations and
Mandatory Guidelines
Riverside University Health System is asking those who are
seeking their first dose of the coronavirus vaccination to
follow the county’s rules when selecting the location.  First, if
you can get a vaccination from your medical provider or
pharmacy, then please do so.  If you go to the county’s
website to use one of the County’s vaccination centers or
clinics, … Read more.

EVENTS

First Fridays Art Walk on Perez Road
Looking for an opportunity to walk and view some
amazing art at the same time?  Then come wearing your
face mask and social distance at the First Fridays Art
Walk on Perez Road from 5 pm to 8 pm.  The nine art
galleries are located at 68845 & 68895 Perez Road in the
“H” and “I” buildings.   Due to … Read more.

Give the Gift of Life
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To schedule an appointment, click below, call 800-879-
4484 or download the LifeStream mobile app! Patients
need your help. We are taking extra steps to keep donors
safe.

“Click on the following link for a list Blood Drives in
Cathedral City and to schedule an appointment.  You may
also call 800-879-4484 or download the LifeStream mobile

app! Patients need your help. LifeStream is taking extra steps to keep donors safe.”

https://www.lstream.org/ccbd/

Cathedral City Postpones Special Events Until Further Notice
On March 19, 2020, Governor Newsom signed an Executive Order (PDF) and Public Health Order
(PDF) directed all Californians to stay home except to go to an essential job or to shop for
essential needs.

The City of Cathedral City will suspend all special events until further notice.

For Questions or Comments, Contact Chris Parman, Communications and Events Manager

cparman@cathedralcity.gov
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